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did, serious though that was on occasion. Since the
campaigns ended, the Junkers 87 has been tried
against shipping with only moderate success. The
interesting thing is that dive bombing was invented
for precisely that purpose.
It was started by the British as an alternative
means of bombing naval vessels. When a ship is
manoeuvring to avoid bombs two methods of en-
suring a hit are available. One is to employ a bomber
formation to set a pattern of bombs about it,
arranged on a plan which makes it mathematically
impossible for the ship to escape them all, no matter
which way she may turn. The other is to dive the
bomber at the ship and release the bomb at a height
of about 1,500 ft. and sometimes even lower, thereby
giving true direction and a high initial velocity to the
bomb. The R A.F were practising dive bombing in
association with the Navy during joint exercises in
1933, but having learned something about the art,
the British left the Germans to discover a military
use for it and to apply it.
When the war began, the R.A.F. had no bomber
designed specifically for dive bombing, while the
Fleet Air Arm had the Skua in small numbers.
Germany had her 'Stukas' (Junkers 87*5) in great
numbers and she was following up that single-
engined machine with the twin-engined Junkers 88
which could be used either for dive bombing or for
ordinary precision bombing. History will pi'obably
show that the Air Council was right in not equipping
some of the R.A.F. squadrons with dive bombers.
The success of the German campaigns in Poland
and France have given a fictitious reputation to the
dive bomber. In a hastily created air force like that